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Artist Brief: BIGSTONE&RAIN     
 
Background: 

 
The Young Gallery is home to two trusts, The Edwin Young Trust and John Creasey 
Museum Trust which together comprise seven art collections displayed across three 
gallery spaces. 
 
In 1913 Edwin Young a Victorian philanthropist left his estate to build an art gallery next to 
the existing Salisbury Library to show his own work and collection of artworks. In 1975 the 
Young Gallery moved with Salisbury Library to a combined new site in the Market Place 
and in 1979 the John Creasey Museum joined the Young Collection making it possible to 
show historic and modern works of art. 
 
Building on the success of the recent preSense project, funded by the Arts Council, the 
Young Gallery’s aim is to continue developing audiences and raise awareness of the 
gallery through a programme of new exhibitions and innovative participatory arts 
programmes inspired by the art collections.   

 
The Young Gallery in 2014 was awarded a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the 
Art Fund to purchase a John Piper landscape drawing titled ‘Maen Bras’ (Big Stone and 
Rain) for the permanent collection. Using this as inspiration, we want to explore the 
theme of landscape and continue to build on working with target communities and, for 
this project titled Big Stone&Rain, specifically with the military and young carers.  
 
 
The Commission: 

 
BIGSTONE&RAIN aims to use the Piper drawing to explore the theme of Landscape with 
soldiers and young carers based and living in Wiltshire. It is expected that the visual arts 
will be at the core of the investigation and subject matter. 

 
The project aims to build bridges between two groups that are in one way or another isolated.  
Carers are often tied to their home situations and soldiers live in garrisons and both often 
have restricted access to the arts. We all live within a landscape be it our minds and 
imaginations or the physical place, rural or urban. We want to engage an artist to facilitate 
and help participants to give expression to their chosen landscape. The commissioned artist 
will also reflect on the project and produce their own response to the drawing  That journey 
will be documented and will realise two exhibitions to be shown at the Young Gallery 
Salisbury and at The Pound, Corsham.  
 
The Young Gallery wishes to commission a visual artist or arts organisation to work in 
the first instance for 4 to 6 months to work with the soldiers. The artist in conjunction with the 
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Young Gallery curator will recruit participants. Should the project positively progress then it 
may be that the contract could be extended for 4 to 6 months for the artist or arts 
organisation to work with the young carers. 

  
We invite applications from artists and arts organisations working in the visual arts. 
 
The appointed artist will facilitate group and individual arts activity around the drawing 
‘Big Stone and Rain’ and explore the theme and individuals response.  

 
The project also allows for the appointed person to respond and give expression to the 
theme of landscape from the Piper Maen Bras drawing. 

  
 

Management and responsible to: 
 

BIGSTONE&RAIN will be managed by a project steering group consisting of Peter Riley Curator of 
the Young Gallery and from Wiltshire Council; Meril Morgan, Arts Development Officer, Peter Tyas 
Head of Arts and Archives. You will report to the Steering group. 
 
 
Fees and project schedule: 

 
The available budget for the BIGSTONE&RAIN artist/arts organisation is £4000 inclusive of all 
fees, personal travel and associated expenses. We estimate that this fee is based on 2 days per 
week for 12 weeks and up to a max of 4 days administration to include preparation and evaluation. 
Payments will be made in instalments. There is a budget of up to £1000 for materials and the 
realisation of the exhibition or materials to support the residency. 

 
 
How to Apply: 

 
Proposals are invited from artists or arts organisations. This should be in the form of a proposal 
outlining how you would approach this brief with: 

• examples, details of recent and current project work  
• a copy of your recent cv or biography and  
• contact details of two referees. 

 
Applicants will need to prove their abilities, skills and experience for the following: 

• Managing this project alongside other programmes of work 
• Delivering high quality participatory arts projects, working with target groups and 

undertaking community workshops and how this is relevant to the military and 
young carers target groups 

• Good project and time management skills 
• Ability and desire to work collaboratively with the public and other partners in 

multidisciplinary teams 
• Ability to communicate well, for documenting project, scheduling events and activities 
• Demonstrate breadth and quality of recent previous work 
• Ability to present visual ideas in a clear, compelling and interesting manner 

 
Applicants will need to hold current Public Liability Insurance of at least £5million and will have 
undertaken a satisfactory DBS check for the duration of the project. If you do not hold a valid DBS 
check you will be required to undertake one through Wiltshire Council at a cost – this is currently set 
at £60.80 and is subject to change/increase. 
 
 
Timescale for recruitment and delivery: 
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Any queries and discussion about the brief and the 
Young Gallery collections, to be made to Peter 
Riley, Young Gallery curator –
 peter.riley@wiltshire.gov.uk or 01722 343277 

 
13 March 2015 

Closing Date for applications Friday 20 March 2015, 12 noon 
Interviews in Salisbury Thursday 26 March 2015 
Formal appointment of contract made Target date of Wednesday 8 April 2015 

Project start date Target date of Monday 13 April 2015 
Project completion date Target date of Friday 10 July 2015 

 
Please submit your application by email to: 
 arts@wiltshire.gov.uk no later than 12 noon on Friday 20 March 2015 

 
If you have any questions about the opportunity please contact: 
Peter Riley on 01722 343277 peter.riley@wiltshire.gov.uk or  
Meril Morgan on 01249 705531 arts@wiltshire.gov.uk 

 
Useful Links:  
Young Gallery Salisbury: http://www.younggallerysalisbury.co.uk/  
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