
 

 

 
 
ARTIST BRIEF 
Urban Realm Mentoring Opportunity – Public Art Commission 
 
Vision for Urban Realm 
Test Valley Borough Council wish to commission public art works in Andover that 
highlight and identify the pedestrian route from the Andover Bus Station to The 
Lights arts and entertainment venue. The works of art will engage with and celebrate 
the audiences of The Lights, both existing and new, and create a strong sense of 
place. Through our public art programme we wish to create opportunities for 
emerging artists in the Test Valley to experience the commissioning process 
including community engagement work, design and fabrication. 
 
Vision for mentoring 
Through our public art programme we wish to create opportunities for emerging 
artists in the Test Valley to experience the commissioning process including 
community engagement work, design and fabrication. 
 
Aims and Objectives 

 To create an opportunity for an emerging career artists to be mentored by the 
lead artist for Urban Realm, investing in future talent in the borough. 

 To support the lead artist on ideas and delivery of community engagement  

 To commission artwork and artists in line with the Test Valley Borough 
Council Public Art Strategy 

 
Background 
The Lights is an arts and entertainment venue in the heart of Andover, north of the 
Test Valley in Hampshire. In 2016 the venue will celebrate its 10th anniversary. 
www.thelights.org.uk 
 
When The Lights was opened in 2006 a number of public art works were 
commissioned. The Light Wall and Moon Language inside the venue, and one 
landmark sculpture in the grounds outside the venue, The Light Tree. A walkway 
was proposed but never came to fruition. 
 
In the past few years the area around the venue and along its route to the town 
centre has been regenerated, including a major improvement project to the Andover 
Bus Station and a development of the Lidl store and adjacent pathways. 
Test Valley Borough Council has recently acquired the old magistrate’s court building 
and car park neighbouring The Lights for redevelopment. 
In 2016 the pedestrian route and road ways will also have some improvement work. 
 
Mentee Artist’s Roles and Responsibilities 
Artists' proposals are not limited by any restrictions, for example, number of years 
since graduating or number of years working professionally. Instead we hope to 

http://www.thelights.org.uk/


 

 

provide an opportunity to artists who may not previously had the chance to work on 
developing or contributing to a public art project in the urban environment. 
The chosen mentee artist will work alongside the lead artist in a support and 
shadowing role. Your time will be shared between delivering and supporting 
community engagement work, attending planning and update meetings with the Arts 
Officer and commissioning team and shadowing fabrication and installation where 
appropriate. Our aim is that you will have the opportunity to see various stages and 
activities within the design process. 
 
Budget  
The budget for the artist mentee opportunity is £3,500 based on 20 days at £175 per 
day. 
 
Selection Procedure and Criteria 
Your application should be submitted by 12noon on Friday 20 May to include: 

 A proposal outlining how this specific opportunity would be beneficial to your 
creative work and career ambitions.  Max 1 A4 pages, 2 sides. 

 A current CV and Artist’s statement.  Max 2 A4 pages, 4 sides. 

 4 examples of previous projects, including images. Max 2 A4 pages, 4 sides. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
Test Valley Borough Council is committed to providing and promoting equal 
opportunities in employment and service provision, eliminating discrimination, and 
encouraging diversity amongst the workforce. A full copy of our equal opportunities 
policy is attached. 
 


