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Reporting on colour & inspiration at Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust

Sky art

Patients using the 
Salisbury Fertility 
Centre will have 
noticed recent 
improvements to 
the waiting areas, 
toilets, consulting 
and treatment rooms. 
With sky themed 
artworks throughout 
and a relaxing palette 
of neutral and blue 
tones used for the 

walls and doors, the 
Centre now provides a 
more welcoming and 
calming environment 
for patients. The 
refurbishment has 
created a clear, 
professional identity for 
the department.

Seamless design for 
Mowat Labs - p4

Abstract artworks 
brighten Laverstock 
Ward - p7



Striving for 
Excellence Awards

New hospital signage 
and lift interiors saw 
ArtCare receive a highly 
commended in this year’s 
Striving for Excellence 
awards, in the Service 
Improvement category. 
The team’s ‘tube’ style 
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News

Guides create mosaic for hospital

1st Larkhill Guides immersed themselves 
in a mosaic workshop at Berwick St James 
in November. The session, led by ArtCare’s 
Lesley Meaker and volunteer Pam 
Wallington, introduced the guides to the 
reverse method of mosaic making - where 
tiles are glued face down to form a design 
on brown paper first, before being applied 
to the tile adhesive and the facing paper 
removed to reveal the finished design. 
The girls had fun creating 3 panels, which 
will be permanently installed in a hospital 
courtyard over the coming months for 
patients to enjoy.

maps, which help patients 
and visitors find their way 
around the main hospital 
corridors, were installed 
late last year, followed 
by the history panels 
inside the six refurbished 
lifts in spring this year. 
The project has greatly 
improved wayfinding and 
benefitted those using 

Below: science and technology panel in Lift 1; 
Above: ‘tube’ style map along main corridor
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Follow us on Pinterest

https://uk.pinterest.
com/artcare0093/

the lifts by making their 
journeys more engaging. 
As a staff member 
commented, “I have had 
a look at the lifts and 
they are ALL wonderful, 
it was a great idea. I am 
sure there will be others 
that would like to view 
when they are next at the 
hospital.”



Outlook - a 
successful show

The work of six women 
artists - Cath Bloomfield, 
Jenny Ford, Jan Knight, 
Gill Marriner Edwards, 
Kate May and Josephine 
Sumner - brightened 
the corridors during 
September and into 
October. Their collection 
of paintings, original 
prints and photographs 
in response to the 
landscape of Wiltshire 
and the world about 
us clearly inspired 
hospital staff, patients 
and visitors with many 
positive comments being 
received. The exhibition 
also resulted in a number 
of sales for the artists, 
who were pleased that 
their first exhibition at 
the hospital had been 
well received.

Borne on a South-
Westerly breeze

Another group exhibition 
brought colour to the 
hospital walls during 
October and November. 
Artists Becca Allen, 
Sandra Loader, Sally 
Parker and Lizzy 
Robinson have been 
visiting Cornwall together 
since studying Fine Art 

Practice at Salisbury 
College. Their exhibition 
showcased their creative 
inspirations, nurtured 
by such journeys to the 
south-west and shaped 
according to the artist’s 
own identity.

Victoria Garland

Last month Dorset 
printmaker, Victoria 
Garland also displayed 
her etchings and 
woodcuts. She described 
to us her latest methods 
of working, which was 
evident in the prints 
on display. “Over the 
last few years I have 
concentrated on the 
intaglio process of 
etching on steelplates 
and occasionally copper. 
Etching offers such a 
variety of mark-making 
and textures and I enjoy 

the many stages of 
creating the image. The 
surface of the plate can 
be worked and put in the 
etching tray numerous 
times and the whole 
process may take many 
months before I feel the 
image is complete and 
ready to edition.”

On the corridors 
now...

Ringwood Group 
13th Jan - 10th Feb 
2017 - Group members 
show their skills in 
a variety of media 
including watercolours, 
pastels and acrylics.  
The public can also 
vote for their favourite 
image.  

Exhibitions

Etching by Victoria Garland

 

From 20th Feb
Joie de Vivre: Dance 
for Older People 
- An exhibition of 
photographic images 
from Pavilion Dance 
South West.

‘Clee Hill’ by Jenny Ford

‘Barleyfield’ by Cath Bloomfield

Hand-in Dates: Open 
Exhibition 2017

18th Mar 10-12noon, 
20th Mar 10-5pm. 
Full details and 
submission pack on our 
website end of January



Seamless design for Mowat Labs

Project Feature

ArtCare’s Penny Robbins 
has been supporting 
the Mowat Labs, at 
King’s College Hospital, 
in creating a bright, 
modern interior for 
their new International 
Learning Hub. The 
design brief was clear-
cut - the environemnt 
needed to reflect the 
excellence, expertise and 
world leading research 
that has developed there 
over decades, and create 
a sense of flow between 
the paediatric ward, labs 

and the new learning 
hub, so highlighting the 
team’s “bench-to-bedside” 
approach. 

The finished design 
seamlessly blends printed 
Altro Digiclad wall panels 
with bespoke artworks, 
signage and a matching 
colour scheme, to create 
a vibrant and distinctive 
environment. Penny 
said, “The abstract 
designs were based 
on the medical images 
used in the diagnosis 
and assessment of liver 

disease in children, which 
the Labs specialise in. 
Other panels incorporate 
the Mowat logo, in 
recognition of the Labs 
founder* and there is 
also a timeline marking 
key developments in the 
history of Paediatric liver 
research and the birth of 
the Mowat Labs.” 

(*Professor Alex Mowat 
was the UK’s first paediatric 
Hepatologist.)





What do birds, roses, 
vases, a pheasant, a 
pig and a poppy have 
in common? Answer: 
they were all made by 
staff attending a 3 week 
ceramics course with 
artist Sif Wolthers. The 
course taught them hand-
built clay techniques 
and covered texture, 
mark-making, applying 
colour and experimenting 
with different glazes. 
The results from the 
ceramic ‘first-timers’ 
were impressive with 
some 3D pieces well-
worthy of display. All 
the pieces even made it 
back to the hospital from 
Sif’s workshop in the 
city centre without any 
breakages.

The monthly photography 
club, coordinated by 
Linda Dunham, continues 
to inspire hospital 
staff to improve their 
photography skills. 
November’s theme was 
‘light and dark’ and gave 
everyone a chance to 
practise their low light 
photography skills from 
their workshop with 
Michael Palmer in July. 

The club is open to 
all hospital staff and 
volunteers. Monthly 
meetings are held 
Thursdays, 6.00-7.30pm 
in Room 2, Education 
Centre, Level 5, SDH 
North. Dates for 2017 are 
26th Jan, 23rd Feb, 30th 
Mar, 27th Apr, 25th May, 
29th Jun. Please email 
linda.dunham@salisbury.
nhs.uk if you would like 
to attend.

Ceramics

Staff Arts Club

Art in Fact

Staff Photo Club

Above left: Chapel, Level 3, SDH - Stained glass windows reframed as a lightbox to create a new multi-faith and 
personal reflection space within the chapel; Above right: Surgical Assessment Unit waiting room, Level 4, SDH 
- new woodland themed artworks and painted ceiling tiles for waiting area. Artworks were funded by Salisbury 
Hospital League of Friends

Collage

The staff arts club is all 
about helping people 
discover their creative 
side, which may then 
lead to them to develop 
an artform and a 
different way to unwind
outside of work. 

With comments made 
by staff at Rachel 
Reynolds introductory 
collage workshop, 
including, “Fabulous 
workshop. Great fun and 
inspirational” and “Very 
enjoyable - didn’t know I 
was so artistic” it would 
seem the Staff Arts Club 
often does realise its aim.

Rachel’s session started 
with a warm-up mini 
collage, highlighting the 
principles of keeping the 
design simple with a base 
colour and layering items. 
Participants then chose 
from a wide range of 
materials to complete a 
bigger collage on canvas. 
The styles of the finished 
pieces varied from bold to 
subtle and showed that 
art could be created in 
just a matter of hours.

Interested?

Future staff arts club 
workshops include 
working with glass and 
needle-felting. Why not 
gain a new skill? If you 
would like to join the 
mailing list to receive 
a priority copy of the 
programme, or if you 
would like to book please 
contact hazel.stock@
salisbury.nhs.uk or call 
ext. 4517.

View current workshops at: 
www.artcare.salisbury.nhs.uk/staffarts.htm

S
A

L
I S

B U R Y  H O S P

I
T

A
L

L
E

A
G

U E  O F  F R I E
N

D
S



Patients were 
welcomed back onto 
a newly refurbished 
Laverstock Ward 
in September with 
improvements to the 
environment including 
new toilets, flooring, 
paint, artwork and 
signage. 

ArtCare worked with 
staff throughout the 
design process and the 
feeling was that more 
abstract artworks were 
needed as focal points 
to uplift and distract 
patients and to counter 
the lack of external 

views. The colourful, 
layered patterns were 
created by Lesley Meaker, 
with an image for each 
bay echoing a different 
element of the natural 
world. These patterns 
continue on the ceiling 
tiles and window film 
helping to create an easy 
clean and clutter free 
environment. 

In the ward corridor 
an eye-catching glass 
artwork of a poppy 
field greets visitors 
and is repeated on the 
doorsigns to create a 
unified look.

Projects

Abstract artworks brighten Laverstock Ward



Project Focus

Salisbury Hospital’s healthcare collection
An enthusiastic group of volunteers are now ready 
to start the painstaking task of digitising and 
cataloguing the hospital’s collection of historic 
photographs and documents. Meanwhile, project 
lead Lesley Meaker has been giving engaging talks 
to local community groups about the project. She 
has also been finding out more about the people 
featured in some of the images and collecting the 
stories behind the pictures, some of which will be 
featured on the ArtCare website. Until mid-January 
you can read about Christmas at the hospital, 
incl. the Woodgreen murals (picture opposite) and 
following that you can discover more about the 
development of science and innovations at Salisbury,  
including the pioneering new four-theatre unit 
installed at Odstock Hospital in 1966 (below).

Keep up to date with events linked to this project on our website - 
www.artcare.salisbury.nhs.uk/healthcarehistory.htm


