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1. The Commission & Background

Barratt Homes Bristol wish to commission an Artist to deliver a public art scheme for the land to 

the North of Bitham Park, a new housing development in Westbury, Wiltshire in accordance with 

planning Condition 23 under the granted Appeal decision Ref: APP/Y3940/W/15/3130433 dated 

5th July 2016. It states:

No dwelling shall be occupied until a public art scheme for the site and a timetable for its 

installation has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. The 

development shall then be carried out in accordance with the approved details. 

The approved residential development is providing a network of new green public open spaces 

and a large equipped play area located to the north of the site. It was considered this location as 

the logical place to position the art installation providing opportunities to integrate with the play 

area and wider public open space whilst having good accessibility. It was also desired that the art 

installation had a functional aspect, a piece that could be used regularly by the community so 

further enhancing its value.

With the site approximately only 2 kilometres from the Westbury White Horse it was identied this 

would be the focus and theme for the art installation 

The history of the White Horse is that the a horse was rst carved on the site, lying just below an Iron 

Age fort, to commemorate the Battle of Ethandun, won by King Arthur in AD 878. It is listed in a 

guide to the area published in1742. The horse was re-carved to its present design in 1778 on the 

orders of the aptly named Mr G Gee, a local land agent. It is envisaged that the public art element 

on the Bitham Park development will enhance and promote the understanding of this fantastic 

and iconic landscape feature.

We would like the appointed artist to develop ideas for a standalone bespoke bench for use in the 

new public open space that provides reference to the white horse and its history positioned to take 

advantage of the view towards the White Horse itself. 

Budget: £15,000.00 to provide bespoke bench with installation.
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2. Public Art Plan

The artist should develop a bespoke bench within the following guidelines:

Ÿ To provide an understanding of the history of the White Horse and its importance to the local 

area;

Ÿ To use imaginative materials and design ideas to make a tactile and engaging piece of art that 

can be appreciated and used by the local community;

Ÿ To recognise the importance of a usable and functional piece of art. To create a bench that is 

not only interesting and considered but comfortable and usable encouraging users to enjoy 

the view towards the White Horse;

Ÿ To deliver a bench that integrates with its surrounding environment;

Ÿ To use the art installation to enhance local character and identity to the development 

becoming a landscape mark in its own right; &

Ÿ To liaise and engage with local school closely to enhance understanding and ownership of art 

installation.

It is proposed that the art installation will form part of the northern public open space area.  

Strategically located to take full advantage of views towards the White Horse. The Bench shall be 

designed and manufactured ensuring best practice guidelines and safety standards are met. 



3. Location and Materials

The bench will form part of the northern public open space network by the NEAP play area. It will 

be sited strategically to maximise views towards the White Horse and be positioned by the 

pedestrian footpath network to allow for ease of access for users.

The artist shall be given the exibility to choose appropriate materials for their design but core hard 

wearing material such as wood, metal and stone shall be promoted for their durability credentials.  

A material palette will be provided by the artist along with the nalised art scheme and shall be 

signed off by Barratt Homes Bristol Division and the artwork team at Wiltshire Council.
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4. Research and Community Engagement

It is expected that the Artist will engage in an initial period of research, working closely with the 

developer to utilise their knowledge of the site. In addition, support can be sought through 

Wilstshire Council's art section (http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/arts-galleries) and ofcer support if 

required.

The Matravers School located centrally in Westbury is a specialist arts college. The artist will look to 

engage the school as part of this scheme. The artist should agree a methodology for this in 

agreement with the school and the developers. This could include enabling the students to see 

the art being constructed, talks to students or workshops where they can be involved in creating 

ideas for the art. It is envisaged that this will have benets for both the students (in terms of skills and 

knowledge development) and the development in terms of goodwill and increased ownership 

from the local community.

In the unlikely event an agreement for engagement with the school can not be reached local 

community groups will be approached.



5. The Artist & Public Art Delivery

Ÿ  The Artist:

Ÿ Will have experience in producing public realm artwork and of working within development 

teams;

Ÿ will be known for high quality artwork that is durable and t for purpose;

Ÿ Will be expected to spend time at the development site and in Westbury;

Ÿ Should have experience of delivering work with schools or the local community;

Ÿ Will be expected to hold public liability insurance of £5,000,000; ; 

Ÿ Will be expected to work in a safe and professional manner and to comply with all relevant 

health and safety legislation (including the requirements of a designer under the CDM regs); 

and

Ÿ Be DBS checked (for working with children). 

Delivery:

The underlying principle of this strategy is to utilise proposed landscape feature as the canvas for 

artwork. To enhance and engage the community with a historic and signicant local land mark.  

Barratt Homes Bristol Division will be responsible for the installation of the art with the guidance of 

the Artist.



6. Programme and Maintenance

The following draft programme sets out a time line for commissioning, design, consultation, and 

implementation.

Ÿ February 2018 - following discharge of condition - Brief issued to Artists

Ÿ April 2018 - Deadline for submission of interest with short list of Artists drawn up by the end of July 

2018

Ÿ August 2018 - Successful Artist commissioned and inception meeting with client and Wiltshire 

Council (to be referred to as the Artwork Team)

Ÿ November 2018 - Initial concept scheme completed and issued to Artwork Team

Ÿ January 2019 - Public consultation event completed

Ÿ  March 2019 - Art scheme nalised and signed off by Artwork Team

Ÿ August 2022 - Art to be implemented alongside the installation of the public open space and 

NEAP play area.

It is the intention that the artwork scheme will be completed and signed off by March 2019 

allowing for implementation during summer 2022.

The public art will be maintained by the adopting management company in accordance with 

the approved public open space landscape management plan.  Input from the artist on the 

specic maintenance requirements will also be included within the plan. The management plan 

will run in perpetuity in accordance with the S106 Agreement.

Decommissioning: The artist should be approached in the rst instance for a possible 

solution/remedy to make functional again. Should this not be the feasible and the art becomes 

uneconomical to repair a replacement standard bench (from an approved play manufacturer, 

i.e. stock item) will be provided and installed by the management company. The old item shall be 

removed from site to an approved tip.



7. Contract and Commission

The successful Artist will be appointed directly by Barratt Homes Bristol Division. The Artist will be 

expected to complete a competency assessment that will include:

Ÿ Up to date Professional Indemnity Insurance certicate;

Ÿ Up to date Public Liability Insurance certicate (and Employers Liability Insurance if applicable);

Ÿ Health and Safety Policy; and

Ÿ Designers Risk Assessment form and procedures.

Staged payments will be made to the Artist as follows:

Ÿ 40% of total agreed fee at the completion of the design stage following nal approval by the 

Artwork Team; and

Ÿ 60% of total agreed fee at the completion and implementation of the artwork to the 

satisfaction of the Artwork Team.

Should the phasing of implementation extend over a period in excess of 2 months a further 

breakdown of staged payments will be agreed between the Artist and Barratt Homes Bristol 

Division.



8. Expression of Interest

Interested artists should email expressions of interest to:

Chris Nunn
Project Manager
Barratt Homes (Bristol Division)
Barratt House, 
710 Waterside Drive,
Aztec West, 
Almondsbury,
Bristol,
BS32 4UD

telephone - 01454 202 202   

email - chris.nunn@barratthomes.co.uk 

We would advise you to compress les or send them as a zip le if sending large documents or 

images.

Applications should include:

Ÿ A copy of your CV;

Ÿ Some examples of your work – preferably which show work in a similar context;

Ÿ A short statement about why you think you are suitable for this project and how you would 

approach it, including suggestions for how you might involve the school;

Ÿ Details of 2 referees relating to public art projects; and

Ÿ An outline budget breakdown for the project

Short listed applicants will be invited for interview and will have the opportunity to visit the site.  A 

date for the interview will be provided at the time.
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