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Public Art Brief – Cross Keys Junction, Corsham 

Date: 7 August 2019 

For Immediate Release 

              

 

The Cross Keys Junction, past and present, Corsham, SN13 0DT 

 

Introduction 

Wiltshire Council is carrying out highway improvement works at the Cross Keys junction on the A4 this 

summer to include new traffic lights, a new crossing and changes to the lane/road layout. 

The works provide Corsham Town Council with a fantastic opportunity to improve the visual amenity of the 

area, which is an important entrance to the town. As such, the Town Council is funding the installation of 

coloured footways, new dry-stone walling and planting at this gateway to Corsham. 

The Town Council is also looking to commission a landmark public artwork to be sited at the junction; the 

aim of which is to create an attractive, noteworthy feature, that advertises the presence of a historic, vibrant 

and interesting town. 

The artwork will be sited prominently in a new area of buff-coloured resin-bonded surfacing (reminiscent in 

colour of Bath Stone), next to a mature Horse Chestnut. To the rear, the Town Council is commissioning a 

new, dry-stone wall, approximately 600mm high. The area behind the wall will be planted with shrubs. A 

plan of the site is attached. 

In the longer term the Town Council wishes to produce a cohesive sculpture trail with locally relevant and 

nationally renowned art, of which this will be a part.  We aim to create an understanding of place and 

people, for the benefit of the community and visitors, making Corsham a leading-edge public art destination 

in the South West. 
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Context 

Site Location 

The piece will be situated prominently at the Cross Keys junction, which is on the busy A4 between 

Chippenham and Bath. Based on data obtained from our Speed Indicator Device it will be seen by thousands 

of people each day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Corsham 

Corsham, on the edge of the Cotswolds, is a quintessential market town, with a population of 14,000. It is 

surrounded by beautiful countryside and its historic High Street is made up of a mix of architectural styles, 

including mellow Bath stone buildings. It is home to a variety of independent retailers and its colourful but 

noisy residents, peacocks, roam freely from their home at Corsham Court. Corsham is a mix of heritage and 

innovation, where 17th-century Flemish Weavers Cottages and Almshouses sit alongside the newly-opened 

Digital Mansion, a hub for digital businesses. The town also has strong links with the Arts, both historically – 

Bath Academy of Art was based here – and currently, with Bath Spa University’s long tenure in the town and 

the vibrant Pound Arts Centre. Corsham is also situated on the new Great West Way tourism route, using the 

A4 to link London and Bristol (www.greatwestway.co.uk). 

The Town Council has a Creative Strategy accessible via its website – www.corsham.gov.uk/town/arts/php 

The Town Council is also in the process of instigating a Corsham Neighbourhood Plan, details of which, 

particularly the Part 2 Design Guide can be found here: www.corshamneighbourhoodplan.co.uk  

A4, heading towards Chippenham View of proposed public art site from Biddestone direction 

Proposed site from Corsham side of A4 Proposed site from Corsham side of A4 showing Horse 

Chestnut Tree Canopy 

http://www.corsham.gov.uk/
http://www.corshamneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
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The Town Council’s Strategic Plan – www.corsham.gov.uk/information/corporateplan.php and Public Realm 

report documents – www.corsham.gov.uk/information/publicrealm.php may also be helpful. 

The Brief 

• The artwork will be sited in approximately 30m2. Approximate perimeter measurements of the 

allocated space are 4.9m x 8.4m x 6.7m x 4.6m – see the plan on Page 5 for the shape. (Once 

Wiltshire Council has completed the Highways work, we will be able to confirm the exact dimensions 

available to the shortlisted artists.) 

• Prospective artists will need to account for the branches of the Horse Chestnut which will be a 

height restraint on the artwork. 

• A site visit is strongly advisable to ascertain how large the piece should be. 

• Our preference is for the piece to be constructed, at least in part, from locally sourced materials.  

• The work will need to be made from a durable, robust material, that can withstand pollutants from 

passing cars and sap from the nearby tree. It should be designed so that it is easy to clean and 

maintain. 

• The piece must be designed in a such way that it does not present an undue risk by, for example, 

avoiding protrusions and sharp edges on the roadside. Corsham Town Council will assess the 

recommended design proposal in relation to practical issues, such as risk management and public 

safety. 

• There is no requirement for community engagement to be undertaken. 

• The Town Council anticipates that the project can be delivered for £10-15,000, including all costs 

associated with the design development, fabrication and installation. 

The Artist 

• Should have some experience of designing, fabricating and installing artworks of a similar scale and 

quality. 

• May have an interest in using recycled or sustainable materials and should have an awareness of 

issues surrounding sustainability. 

• Will be expected to hold public liability insurance of £5 million. 

• Will be expected to work in a safe and professional manner to comply with all relevant and safety 

legislation and requirements. 

• Will be expected to provide information and images to Corsham Town Council. 

Commissioning: 

Stage 1 – Research and Concept Design 
 

Artists are invited to submit an expression of interest, via email, to Sarah Leigh, Arts and Tourism Officer, 

sleigh@corsham.gov.uk,  by 9.30am on Friday 6 September 2019. The expression of interest should include: 

 

• A response to this brief 

• A Curriculum Vitae 

• A maximum of 10 images of previous work by the artist 
 

Expressions of interest will be assessed by representatives from the Town Council, Wiltshire Council and the 

Pound Arts Centre, and will be based on the following Assessment Criteria: 

• Artistic merit as evidenced in the visual art provided 

• Demonstrated ability to work on significant projects within timelines and budget 

http://www.corsham.gov.uk/information/corporateplan.php
http://www.corsham.gov.uk/information/publicrealm.php
mailto:sleigh@corsham.gov.uk
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• Previous relevant experience in the public realm 

• Ability to develop concepts and communicate ideas 

• Demonstrated ability to create work that appeals to a broad public 

• Availability to work within the project timeline 

• Demonstrated ability to work on permanent and durable work 

• Experience with materials of relevance to the required project outcome 

A minimum of three artists will be shortlisted. 

Stage 2 – Detailed Design 

The shortlisted artists will be engaged to develop design proposals and be invited to present their designs.  

Artists will have four weeks for design preparation. 

A fee of £150 + VAT will be paid to the selected artists for the preparation of design proposals.  

Any planning issues will be established by Corsham Town Council once draft designs are submitted. 

The design proposal should comprise: 

• A written concept 

• Drawings and elevations, as necessary, to convey the concept 

• Design development, fabrication and installation timeline and an indication of who will fabricate 

the work (if appropriate) 

• A proposed budget for the implementation, including contingencies, artist’s fees, agent’s fees, 

travel and associated expenditure, delivery and installation expenditure 

• An indication of any known ongoing maintenance requirements associated with the proposal 

Design Proposal – Assessment Criteria 

Consideration will be given to: 

• The artistic merit of the proposed concept 

• The extent to which the proposal meets the brief, taking into consideration design, material, 

suitability for the setting and whether it represents the town 

• The proposed budget and timeline 

• Maintenance issues 

• Robustness and durability 

Design Proposals will be considered by the Project Panel. The successful artist will be engaged to develop 

their design, to resolve the budget and ensure the successful proposal meets all safety, engineering and 

other requirements. 

Estimated Project Delivery Timescale 

Project Stage Date 

Deadline for Receipt of Expression of Interest 09.30am Friday 6 September 2019 

Shortlisted Artists Presentations/Interviews W/c Monday 14 October 2019 

Stage 1: Research and Concept Design Friday 15 November 2019 

Stage 2: Detailed Design and Client Sign Off Friday 31 January 2020 

Stage 3: Fabrication and Installation October 2020 
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Stage 3 – Fabrication and Installation 

The successful artist will then be engaged, through a commissioning agreement with Corsham Town Council 

and Wiltshire Council, to produce and install the work.  

Contacts: 

For further information or to arrange a site visit, please contact: 

• Sarah Leigh, Arts & Tourism Officer, Corsham Town Council, 01249 702130 

sleigh@corsham.gov.uk 

• James Whittleton, Head of Technical Services, Corsham Town Council, 01249 702130 

jwhittleton@corsham.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sleigh@corsham.gov.uk
mailto:jwhittleton@corsham.gov.uk

